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Society; also a member of the Masonic order, of Hos- 
pitaller Commandery of Jacksonville. He also was chiefly 
instrumental in founding the Jacksonville public library, 
and for twelve years its principal manager. Politically 
he was classed with the Democrats, but at no time an 
active politician, and never radical in his views. 

He is survived by his wife and four children, and was 
buried in the Hall family lot in the Virginia cemetery. 



HON. JOHN MILLS PEABSON. 

Communicated by W. T. Norton. 

Hon. John Mills Pearson, a prominent and influential 
member of this Society, died at his suburban residence, 
at Godfrey, Madison county, June 4th, 1910, in the 78th 
year of his age. He had been in feeble health for nearly 
two years from a complication of ailments, but his con- 
dition did not become critical until a few days before the 
end came. He had been prominent, for many years, in 
politics, in the church, in Masonic circles, in educational 
afl^airs, in horticulture and as a stock grower. Few men 
have gained more prominence in what might be termed 
all-round good citizenship. 

John Mills Pearson was a native of Newburyport, 
Mass., bom October 7th, 1832. He was the son of John 
P. and Hannah M. Pearson, and came of good old colonial 
stock. His ancestors came from England and settled in 
this country in 1638. His father, grandfather and great 
grandfather were ship builders. John M. was educated 
in the schools of his native town and fitted himself to 
enter Harvard university, having chosen the profession 
of civil engineering, but entered upon practical work in- 
stead. In 1847 he removed to Alton, expecting to engage 
in engineering on the Alton & Sangamon railroad, but 
being disappointed in this he began clerking in the office 
of the Hanson agricultural works and later became a 
partner in the business, and so continued until the death 
of his partner in 1864. He soon after removed to a farm 
he had purchased near Godfrey. He was also engaged, 
for a time, in the milling business at the same place. Mr. 
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Pearson was married in 1855 to Miss Catherine Godfrey, 
daughter of Benjamin Godfrey, the founder of Monti- 
cello seminary. His wife died many years ago. There 
were bom of this union six children, of whom three sur- 
vive, Arthur Godfrey, of Chicago; John Longfellow, of 
Oak Park, and Eleanor H. Mason, of Minneapolis, Minn. 

In 1855 Mr. Pearson united with the First Presbyterian 
church of Alton and later transferred his membership to 
the Congregational church of Godfrey, with which he 
remained connected until his death, and was one of its 
most useful and honored members. In 1853 he became a 
member of the Masonic order and attained its highest 
honors in three branches of the order in this State. He 
was Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Illinois, Grand 
High Priest of the Chapter, Grand Thrice Illustrious of 
the Council and Grand Commander of Knights Templar. 
He was chairman of the committee on jurisprudence of 
the Grand Lodge. He held medals of Grand High Priest,, 
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge and Noble Grand of 
the Grand Commandry. 

Mr. Pearson was a leader in the politics of Illinois for 
many years. He was a Republican from the early or- 
ganization of the party and was repeatedly a delegate to 
its State and national conventions. In 1873 he was ap- 
pointed a member of the Board of Eailroad and Ware- 
house Commissioners and reappointed in 1875. It was 
a position to which his early training and subsequent 
studies peculiarly fitted him and he discharged its duties 
with marked ability. He also served in the State Legis- 
lature with fidelity and success, being a member of the 
31st, 32d and 33d General Assemblies. 

Mr. Pearson was a highly educated man and a student 
all his life, being specially interested in political, social 
and economic questions. His knowledge of the Bible also 
was profound. For many years he taught the Bible class 
in the Sunday school of his church, and in the absence 
of the pastor would read some notable sermon at the 
church service. He was always interested in educational 
matters and questions. In 1870 he was appointed by 
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Governor John M. Palmer a trustee of the University of 
Illinois, and did splendid pioneer work in establishing 
that institution upon a solid footing. Mr. Pearson was 
devoted for many years to scientific agricultural and 
horticultural pursuits and to high grade stock raising, 
and those interests throughout Illinois owe much to him 
for their broad development. 

In Mr. Pearson's death Illinois has lost one of its most 
useful and honored citizens, one whose rare abilities and 
noble manhood sheds its lustre on the State's history. As 
a neighbor and friend he was kindly, genial and helpful, 
a splendid specimen of a well-rounded character. His 
heart was open to every good and worthy cause and he 
responded liberally to the calls of religion and philan- 
thropy. By his own exertions he amassed a large estate 
which he administered with wisdom and prudence. 

His funeral took place on Tuesday, June 7th, from the 
Congregational church at Godfrey. The sermon was 
preached by Eev. H. A. Cotton, the pastor. It was at- 
tended by a great gathering, including the officers of the 
Grand Lodge, A. F. & A. M., and Masonic dignitaries' 
from all over the State. The Kiiights Templar and all 
the Masonic orders of Alton attended in a body and con- 
ducted the last rites at the grave in accordance with the 
ritual of the order. 



